
National survey reveals lack 
of knowledge about First Amendment 

WASHINGTON (ABP) -- Nearly two-thirds of Americans believe the Founding 
Fathers meant the United States to be a Christian nation, and more than half 
believe the U.S. Constitution establishes a Christian nation, a national survey 
revealed. 
 
Produced by The First Amendment Center, the survey also showed 28 percent of 
Americans believe freedom to worship was never meant to apply to groups a 
majority of Americans considers on the fringe. 
 
The State of the First Amendment 2007 report, which is based on the survey‘s 
results, said only 19 percent of survey respondents could name ―freedom of re-
ligion‖ as one of the rights guaranteed by the First Amendment, down from a 
high of 22 percent in 2003. The First Amendment Center has conducted the 
survey every year since 1997. 
 
Similarly, 16 percent named ―freedom of the press,‖ 16 percent named right of 
assembly, and 3 percent named ―right to petition.‖ Almost two-thirds -- 64 per-
cent -- named ―freedom of speech.‖ 
 
Fifty-six percent agree that freedom of worship applies to all religious groups, 
regardless how extreme their beliefs are, compared to 72 percent who agreed 
with that statement in 2000. 
 
Most of the people who responded to the survey said they believe teachers and 
other public school officials should be allowed to lead prayers in public school: 
42 percent strongly agree, and 16 percent said they mildly agree. 
 
The survey also revealed that more than one-third of Americans believe the 
press has too much freedom. 
 
Other findings include: 
 
--46 percent strongly agree that the country‘s founders intended the United 
States to be a Christian nation. Another 19 percent mildly agree. 
 
 --38 percent strongly agree that the U.S. Constitution establishes a Christian 
nation, and 17 percent mildly agree. 
 
 --57 percent strongly agree that a public school teacher should be allowed to 
use the Bible as literature in an English class, and 23 percent mildly agree. 
 
 --71 percent strongly agree that a public school teacher should be permitted to 
use the Bible as a text in comparative religion class, and 17 percent mildly agree. 
 
 --33 percent strongly agree that a public school teacher should be allowed to 
use the Bible as a factual text in a history or social studies class. 
 
Charles Haynes, senior scholar with the First Amendment Center, said the sur-
vey shows that Americans highly value religious freedom, but they interpret it in 
terms of freedom for the religion held by a majority. 
 
―The strong support for official recognition of the majority faith appears to be 
grounded in a belief that the United States was founded as a Christian nation, in 
spite of the fact that the Constitution nowhere mentions God or Christianity,‖ 
Haynes said. 
 

―Of course, people define ‗Christian nation‘ in various ways, ranging from a nation 
that reflects Christian values to a nation where the government favors the Christian 
faith. But almost one-third of respondents appear to believe [that] the religious 
view of the majority should rule.‖ 
 
Actually, the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights are ―counter-majoritarian,‖ 
said Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious 
Liberty. 
 
In a column in the ―Report from the Capital‖ newsletter, Walker lamented the sur-
vey findings that revealed many Americans display ―woeful ignorance of the Consti-
tution and history.‖ 
 
―It does not matter what the majority thinks,‖ he wrote. ―The protection for reli-
gious liberty in the First Amendment protects against the tyranny of the majority. 
 
―But, we must do a better job in convincing the culture. Eventually, it does matter 
what the majority thinks. They can elect new members of Congress and vote for 
presidents that will make new appointments to the Supreme Court and, in rare 
cases, a super-majority can amend the Constitution. So, ironically, for this counter-
majoritarian understanding of the First Amendment to survive challenges, it must 
be embraced by a majority, if not a consensus, of the American people.‖ 
 
The survey of 1,003 respondents was conducted by phone between Aug. 16 and 
Aug. 26 by New England Survey Research. The sampling error was plus or minus 
3.2 percent 

Ken Camp 

New Members 
Robert and Tracey Townsend, two of our newer members, joined College 
Park on September 16th.  Robert is a native of Boone; Tracey is from Eden.  They 
met on the internet! 
 
Tracey works with Hospice in Winston-Salem, where they live, and serves as the 
Administrative Assistant for Medical Staff Services at Hospice.  Robert is in the 
Chaplaincy Residency Program in the Pastoral Care Department at Moses Cone 
Hospital in Greensboro.  They have one four-legged daughter, Cricket. 
 
They were members of an Episcopal church, but began to explore becoming 
American Baptist.  Through contacts, they hooked up with Michael Usey and, as is 
said, the rest is history!  They particularly like the diversity of ages within College 
Park and how the different age groups relate. 
 
Robert, who teaches the Adult III Sunday School, is a professing bookworm and is 
an ardent supporter of  human rights and other social justice issues.  He received 
his Master of Divinity degree from Wake Forest University Divinity School in 
Winston-Salem in May of this year   
 
Tracey loves stamping, scrap booking, and crafts.  She started out as a design ma-
jor in college.  Now that Robert is through school, Tracey is looking forward to 
going back to school.  
 
They celebrated their 6th wedding anniversary on Halloween….a sure sign they 
belong at College Park! 
 
 Welcome Robert and Tracey! 
 
 Contact information: 
 3031 Northwood Drive, Apt. 208 
 Winston-Salem, NC 27106 
 Telephone #896-0340 
 townsendtw@bellsouth.net    

Offertory Prayer 
Lucy got five pieces of candy.  Violet got a chocolate bar.  Schroeder got a quarter. 
Charlie Brown got a rock. 
 

Let‘s have none of that today. 
 

God, we pray we‘re more like Lucy, asking for extra for her stupid brother waiting 
in the pumpkin patch.  Thinking of others as we collect our rewards.   Amen. 

 Mark Fleming 

   Looking Ahead 
November 14 Business Meeting 
November 15 Feast of Caring—7 PM—First Baptist Church 
November 21 No Wednesday Night Activities 
November 22 Thanksgiving—Church Office Closed 
December 2 The 16th Annual Winter Walk for Aids 
December 7 Children‘s Christmas Party—6:15 PM 
December 9 Andy Brockbank Preaches 
    Lovefeast—6 PM 
December 12 Market Street Brass Concert—6:45 PM 
December 16 Youth Christmas Party 
December 19 Christmas Banquet 
December 24 Christmas Eve Service—5 PM 
December 26 No Wednesday Night Activities 
    2008 

 January 6  Lin Bunce Preaches 
 February 3  Male Bake-Off 
 January 16  Devin Ray McMullen Due 
 June 6-14  Passport Kids— Camp Dixie, Fayetteville 
 July 21-26  Passport Youth—Wenham, Massachusetts 

Greensboro Arboretum Candlefest 
A Candlefest at the Greensboro Arboretum, located off West Market Street and 
Wendover Avenue within Lindley Park, will be held on Saturday, December 1, 
from 6—9 PM.  There will be over 4,500 luminaries, music and carolers, and 
horse-drawn carriage rides.   Hot chocolate, cider and snacks will be available for 
purchase.  FREE ADMISSION.  Canned goods will be collected by the Girl Scouts 
for Greensboro Urban Ministries.  For more information, call 373-2199.  This is a  
project of the Girl Scouts, Tarheel Triad Council, Service Units 120 and 24, and 
the Greensboro Parks & Recreation Department. 

Help College Park Grow 
On November 14th, the Church began a HELP COLLEGE PARK GROW  
campaign to raise $130,000.  This will enable us to remove the two-story house 
on our property, grade that lot to the level of the existing lot, pave the expanded 
parking lot, and install fencing, lighting and landscaping. These actions will 
 increase parking (and membership capacity) by 32%!  It will also create an  
inviting exterior space for existing and potential new members.  Please HELP 
COLLEGE PARK GROW by contributing to this campaign.   



2008 Contribution Envelopes 
New envelopes for the 2008 year will be distributed in December.  If anyone wishes 
to receive a boxed set that has an envelope for every week in 2008, including special 
offerings, please contact the church office, 273-1779.  These boxed sets are numbered 
and each contributor must have a number assigned before contributions can be en-
tered into church records.  The new envelopes will be available for pick up at the 
Christmas banquet and subsequent church services from the table in the parking lot 
entrance vestibule. 

The Meaning of Job— 
As interpreted by Frank to the High Schoolers 

Wow! I cannot read this ancient story without feeling an overwhelming sense of  
―Wow!‖ The opening chapters of Job tell the story of a man who has it all - land, 
riches, status, wife, and children. And then he loses every bit of it. His friends come 
to comfort him and, eventually, they tell Job that he brought all of this on himself 
because he was not a good enough and god-fearing man. They demand that he re-
pent. Job‘s response is to defend himself to his friends and, more importantly to God. 
He also gets angry with God for causing him to suffer in spite of his belief that he was 
a righteous man. He asks the universal question that all seekers must someday ask, 
―Why do bad things happen to good people‖? 
 
But all of this is just a preamble to the real power of the story, which is the relation-
ship between Job and God. Job thought the relationship was good. His views of God 
were consistent with the conventional wisdom of that day; that God is good to those 
who do the right things. When he loses everything, his view of that conventional wis-
dom is shaken to the foundation. Job accuses God of both ignoring him and attack-
ing him. 
 
And then God speaks to him out of the storm (or whirlwind). God asks Job who is he 
to question God. What does Job know about how the world was formed? God tells 
Job ―Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.”  God 
was reaming out Job, but he was still telling Job that He would question Job and that 
Job was to answer God. God wanted the relationship to continue even though Job 
was having serious doubts about this God. 
 
Job thought he got the picture. How could an insignificant man contend with God? 
So Job said, in effect, ―I am unworthy and I am going to shut up before I get into 
even worse trouble.‖ 
 
Wrong! God got even angrier and said again ―Brace yourself like a man; I will ques-
tion you, and you shall answer me.”  God did not want some sycophant (suck up). 
He wanted someone who would contend with Him, argue with Him, and stay in dia-
logue with Him. God wanted to be in relationship with Job. 
 
The light finally began to dawn for Job. He still did not understand why bad things 
happen to good people. He acknowledged that he would never understand God fully, 
but he was beginning to understand that God wanted to be in an ongoing relation-
ship with him. And Job said some of the most beautiful words in the Bible; ―My ears 
had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.‖  
  
That is the beautiful message of Job - God wants to be in our face and for us to be in 
His. He does not want us to be silent. At all times, the good and the bad - when we 
feel good about God and when we question God - God wants to be in a relationship 
with you and with me. 
 
Amen! 

Frank Kendall 

The Servant Leadership Award is recognized by a star-shaped trophy.  The selec-
tion of the star as a symbol for this recognition is most appropriate.  For you see, 
stars have a number of qualities in common with today‘s recipient. 
 
First of all, unlike their nighttime celestial companion the moon, stars give off 
their own light.  They aren‘t dependent upon someone else to provide the source 
of their illumination and to make them look good.  They radiate instead through 
their own internal strength. 
 
Secondly, stars are virtually timeless.  Astronomers tell us that the light we see 
tonight from some stars actually left those stars before the earth was formed.  
Starlight literally transcends eons of time in its permanence. 
 
In addition, the stars have provided guidance to man for as long as man has ex-
isted.  So permanent and dependable are the stars that they have been used to 
tell time, plant crops, and guide travel unerringly down through recorded history. 
 
Lastly, and perhaps most appropriately today, the stars do their work quietly and 
softly.  They don‘t announce themselves like the temporary flash of lightning, or 
with sunlight so bright that you have to turn your eyes away. 
 
No, instead you can only see stars in the quiet of the night, when all of the clutter 
from more apparent light sources has died down, and the storm clouds of life on 
earth have cleared from the sky.   
 
Even then, they only make their presence known if you intentionally look heav-
enward, and see that they quietly reflect the peace and certainty of God‘s love.  
 
The leadership of today‘s recipient shares many characteristics with the stars: 
 
 She is the source of her own strength, providing love and wisdom from 

within her own soul.   
 She has led members of many generations within this church and within  
 her family with insight and direction that is timeless. 

 Her dependability is legend, as is the warmth of her hospitality, and her 
 presence in our lives has influenced everyone in this room today. 
 And lastly, her leadership has always been subtle. Like the stars, it has  
 always been there, you merely had to be still long enough to look upwards 
 and realize it.  

 
So the star is appropriate today as we recognize another stalwart leader within 
this congregation. Accordingly, it is my honor to present the 2007 Servant Lead-
ership Award to my mother-in-law, Mildred Cottrell. 

Bill Ingold 

On Thursday, November 15, the Feast of Caring will be held at First Baptist 
Church, 1000 West Friendly Avenue in Greensboro.  Drop in anytime between 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for a freshly prepared bowl of soup and homemade bread.  No 
reservations are necessary.  This event is noted for the beautiful pottery donated 
by local potters in Greensboro and the surrounding communities.  When you 
make a pledge or give a donation ($20 minimum) to GUM, you will receive a  
pottery bowl or four Honor Cards.  This event marks the introduction of the new 
Honor Card for the holiday season, based on original artwork by local artist  
William Mangum.  

Feast of Caring 

2007 Servant Leadership Award Veteran’s Day 
He's one of the "brave band of brothers" who fought in world War II. Growing up 
a kid in the Great Depression he'd never traveled much, but Uncle Sam sent him 
to Europe. Not exactly the European Grand Tour, he slept in foxholes and ate cold 
rations and slogged through the rain. 
 
He lay flat on the ground while Nazi bullets ripped through the backpack on his 
back. He lay wounded in a field, his leg gouged out by shrapnel. To this day his leg 
bears the scars of that wound. He's lost the better part of his hearing, the effect of 
all of that artillery going off around him. He bears the burdens of the stories he 
shares and the ones he'll never tell.  
 
He was a sniper in General Patton's Third Army. He's proud to have been a part 
of that remarkable group led by a remarkable general, although he admits that 
Patton was a much better general than person. He also prayed that neither one of 
his sons would ever have to follow in his soldier's footsteps.  
 
I'm thinking of another vet. He signed up for the Marines while in high school and 
left for boot camp right after his graduation. He wasn't sure yet of what direction 
he wanted his life to take but knew he needed the experience of becoming a  
Marine to be strong enough and clear headed enough to make those choices. 
 
He showed up for church in his dress blues the first Sunday that he was home 
after boot camp, and all the women just had to stare. But it was more than the fact 
that he was good looking and in great shape. It was the way he carried himself. It 
was as if he'd found something within himself, a strength and a discipline and a 
focus.  
 
He served a tour in Iraq and came home to a hero's welcome. He still had his 
great sense of humor, he was still a great buddy to his friends. But other things 
had changed. He didn't want to watch war movies anymore. He'd seen too much 
action himself.  
 

He returned for his second tour on his twenty-first birthday. He was killed when 
his vehicle hit an IED. This time he was brought home to a different kind of hero's 
welcome.  
 
Whether you are for a war or passionately against it, there is no denying the huge 
sacrifice vets have made. We who have not lived their lives cannot fully compre-
hend how much it costs. 
 
So, tomorrow on the actual day and Monday when we celebrate, say a prayer of 
thanks for these men and women. Pray for those who are suffering and for the 
families who suffer as well. Then pray for the day when we may all gather down 
by the riverside to study war no more.  
 
And to my dad and to Andrew... thank you. 

 Peggy Haymes 
Http://SpiritScraps.blogspot.com 

 



Prayer of Praise & Thanksgiving 
Dear Michael and Rachel, 
Your choice of scripture and your words of wisdom were deeply appreciated at 
mother‘s service.  Thank you. 

From all of us with love, 
                                Paddy Wells,  
  Edwin Wall 
         Beth Shapard  
 
Dear College Park, 
Thank you to everyone for your concern and support after John‘s recent stroke.  
We appreciate all the visits, calls, cards, delicious meals and thoughtful prayers.  
Your help has meant so much and has been a source of strength and reassurance. 
   Wes Isley 
 
Dear College Park, 
Thank you to the deacons and congregation for making my day as recipient of the 
Senior Servant Leadership award.  It was such a special day. 
   Mildred Cottrell 

God, if I could ask one favor, I‘d like to smell you. 
A long inhale full of you. 
We know about what you look like, blinding light, burning bush. 
And we know about what you sound like, English accent, rushing wind 
Touching asks too much and 
Taste is a matter of opinion 
But smell, the most evocative sense— 
To smell you would be to better know the mystery of you, 
The autumn wood smoke of you 
Inside of a paper mask of you 
Pumpkin pulp of you 
Freshly laundered fleece of you 
Apple Brown Betty of you 
Fritos dog‘s paw of you 
All mixed together in one good sniff 
 

What is that smell? 
That glorious mysterious scent so at home in our nostrils 
Poured extravagantly over us 
Heavy and hopeful as three day‘s rain after a long drought. 
 

Thank you.  Amen. 
Mark Fleming 

Thank you 

Hey! What’s for dinner?!?!?!? 
CPC Wednesday Night Fellowship 

 

 11/28/2007 
Slow Cooker Roast 

Mashed Potatoes & Peas 
Mississippi Mud Cake 

 

12/5/2007 
Sloppy Joes 

Spicy Mac & Cheese 
Green Beans & Kraft Mac & Cheese 

Carrot Cake 

 

 12/12/2007 
Sweet & Spicy Chicken 

Pasta Salad 
Glazed Carrot Coins 

Chocolate Pie 
 

Vegetarian Alert:  To the extent possible, all meals will have a vegetarian  
counterpart or sufficient vegetarian sides to make a perfectly delicious meal. 

 

Kid Alert:  In addition to any meal made especially for you, peanut butter &  
jelly is ALWAYS an option! 

 

Original Bill of Rights  
to be on Exhibit in Greensboro 
Plan Now to Visit the Bill of Rights Exhibit! North Carolina's original copy of 
the Bill of Rights was taken during the Union occupation of Raleigh during the final 
days of the Civil War in 1865. It returned home to North Carolina after 140 years 
through the work of law enforcement officials from North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
the FBI, and the US Attorney's Office. Dealers were trying to sell the document to a 
museum in Philadelphia. Greensboro is the last stop on the six-city tour, after which 
the fragile parchment will return to the North Carolina State Archives for storage in a 
special room where the temperature and humidity are controlled.  This will be a great 
opportunity for the youth in your congregation.  Don't miss it.  FREE ADMIS-
SION! 
 

When:  November 30 through December 2, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Where:  Greensboro Historical Museum, 130 Summit Avenue, Greensboro NC 
Group Reservations (for groups of 8 persons or more):  336-373-2043 

Prayer for the World 
Let‘s pray as Job prayed and ask, Why all the misery, God? 
In a world full of bitterness—bitter people with the bomb, no less—fearful, selfish 
people, where are you? 
 

You reply, IS THERE A MORE ABSURD QUESTION? 
JUST LOOK AT YOUR HAND.  BETTER YET, TAKE YOUR NEIGHBOR‘S HAND 
AND LOOK AT IT. 
 

And small beings, we say, There you are.  Of course.  You‘re in each of us.   
Well, that‘s clear as mud, because we can’t put a hand on you.  You‘ve made that 
abundantly clear. 
 

Vindictive beings, we ask, Should we cut them off then?  Gouge out our eyes, fill 
our ears with dirt, rip out our tongues, smash in our noses?  Then will we find 
you?  (On a roll, we go on.) 
 

We hear you’re seeking us.  Prove it.  Stop sneaking around.  Stop the ring and 
run.  Soap on the windows.  Toilet paper in the trees.  Don‘t be the hide-and-seek 
God, the God of coincidence, don‘t be the rescue-us-God-from-bad-times-only-
God. 
 

We know we‘re imperfect beings, boil-covered from birth.  
We seek warmth yet avoid the light.  Drown so easily. 
 

We‘re like worms, we admit with a sigh.  So who would blame you for keeping 
your distance?  
 

Unworthy, desperate now, we implore, Press your face to the Earth, God, breath 
us in. 
 

YES, you answer, MY BEAUTIFUL WORMS. 
 

And in your hands, your embrace, we pray… 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
Mark Fleming 

As we enter into the season of Advent, a time in which the church celebrates peace, 
joy and good will toward humankind, for many it is a season that serves as a re-
minder of loss and grief over loved ones. On December 5th, at 6:30 pm,  College Park 
will be offering a time to recognize this grief in hopes of finding comfort, reconcilia-
tion and experiencing the peace of the season.  During this service, which will be held 
in the Chapel, there will be a time to recognize these loved ones by the reading of 
names.  We invite you to turn in the names of your loved ones to the church office by 
Sunday, December 2.   

A Service of Grief, December 5, 6:30 PM 

25th Annual Ecumenical 
Celebration of Thanksgiving 
The 25th Annual Ecumenical Celebration of Thanksgiving, Weaving One Com-
munity: Diverse and United” will be held on Sunday, November 18th, at 4 PM in 
the Dana Auditorium at Guilford College.  This event is sponsored by the Pied-
mont Interfaith Council in partnership with The Greensboro Human Relations 
Commission an is FREE. 

Advent Calendar 
 Advent Decorating - We will be decorating the church for Advent on Novem-

ber 25h.  The decorations committee is in need of volunteers.  If you would like to 
help, bring a bag lunch and meet us in the sanctuary immediately following  

 worship. 
 Grief Service - A Grief Service will be held in the Chapel on December 5th at 

6:30 PM. 

 Children’s Christmas Party - The children‘s Christmas party will be held on 
Friday, December 7th. 

 Lovefeast - Our Lovefeast service will be held on December 9th at 6 PM. 

 Market Street Brass  - A concert will be held on December 12th at 6:45 PM in 
the  sanctuary.  Come and be filled with holiday cheer as you listen to the  

 wonderful arrangements of familiar carols. 
 Youth Christmas Party  - The youth Christmas party will be held on Sunday,  
 December 16th. 
 Christmas Banquet - Our annual Christmas Banquet will be Wednesday, De-

cember 19, at 6:00 p.m.  This catered meal will cost $7 per person and a maxi-
mum of $20 per family.  Children under 5 eat free!  The evening should be a fes-
tive one full of singing, laughter, and good food.  Please make a reservation by 

calling the church office (273-1779) by Sunday, December 16. 
 Christmas Eve Service  - Our Christmas eve service will be held in the  
 sanctuary at 5 PM. 
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2007 Senior Servant Award 
 

Mildred Cottrell 
 

Mildred, and that guy she hangs 
out with, Dan, have been   
members of  College Park  

since 1969.   
 

During her 38 years with us,  
Mildred has given many hours in 
volunteer service and ministry to 

this church.  She has actively  
participated in committee work, 

Sunday school and various other 
areas.  We celebrate Mildred‘s 

many gifts and talents.   
 

Congratulations to Mildred! 
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From a Poet  
(Reprinted from Lake Shore Baptist Church  Newsletter where Dorisanne is Pastor) 

Wandering around the Albuquerque Airport terminal, after learning my flight had 
been detained four hours, I heard an announcement: ―If anyone in the vicinity of 
Gate A-4 understands any Arabic, please come to the gate immediately. 
 
Well – one pauses these days.  Gate A-4 was my own gate.  I went there.  An older 
woman in full traditional Palestinian embroidered dress, just like my grandma 
wore, was crumpled to the floor, wailing loudly.  ―Help,‖ said the flight service 
person.  ―Talk to her.  What is her problem? We told her the flight was going to be 
late and she did this.‖  
 
I stooped to put my arm around the woman and spoke to her haltingly. ―Shu dow-
a, Shu- bid-uck, Habibti? Stani schway, Min fadlick, Shu-bit-se-wee?” The min-
ute she heard any words she knew, however poorly used, she stopped crying.  She 
thought the flight had been cancelled entirely.  She needed to be in El Paso for 
major medical treatment the next day.  I said, You‘re fine, you‘ll get there, who is 
picking you up? Let‘s call him.‖ 
 
We called her son and I spoke with him in English.  I told him I would stay with 
his mother till we got on the plane and would ride next to her – Southwest.  She 
talked to him.  Then we called her other sons just for fun.  Then we called my dad 
and he and she spoke for a while in Arabic and found out of course they had ten 
shared friends.  Then I thought just for the heck of it why not call some Palestin-
ian poets I know and let them chat with her? This all took up about two hours.  
She was laughing a lot by then.  Telling about her life, patting my knee, answering 
questions. 
 
She had pulled a sack of homemade mamool – little powdered sugar crumbly 
mounds stuffed with dates and nuts – out of her bag – and was offering them to 
all the women at the gate.  To my amazement, not a single woman declined one.  
It was like a sacrament.  The traveler from Argentina, the mom from California, 
the lovely woman from Laredo – we were all covered with the same powdered 
sugar.  And smiling.  There is no better cookies. 
 
And then the airline broke out the free beverages from huge coolers and two little 
girls from our flight ran around serving us all apple juice and they were covered 
with powdered sugar too.  And I noticed my new best friend – by now we were 
holding hands – had a potted plant poking out of her bag, some medicinal thing, 
with green furry leaves. Such an old country traveling tradition.  Always carry a 
plant.  Always stay rooted to somewhere. 
 
And I looked around that gate of late and weary ones and thought, this is the 
world I want to live in.  The shared world.  Not a single person in this gate – once 
the crying of confusion stopped – seemed apprehensive about any other person.  
They took the cookies.  I wanted to hug all those other women, too.  This can still 
happen anywhere. 
 
Not everything is lost. 

                                                                       Naomi Nye 

Halloween Party 
Thank you to all of those who helped make this year's Halloween party such a 
blast!  The candy donations came in by the bucketful's and the themed desserts 
were frighteningly tasty!  A special thanks to the Children's Committee for pull-
ing off such a good time, and to all of those who participated in the games. 

Rachel 


