You See

On Funerals and Hospital Visits

In the last couple of weeks, there have been some issues about hospital visits and
funerals, and | wanted to remind you about common sense in relationship to your
ministers. (I know some of you think these two things are mutually exclusive, but
here goes anyway.)

1. We cané6t wvisit you i f we donodt
you can imagine with the laws regarding privacy, no one calls us from the
hospital to tell the church when
of fice, or anyone of wus, wedl !l vi
Michigan, or Boston). Even if we are out-of-town, there exists a deacon
ministry team just itching to visit you, and to help you with this difficult time

you
sit

and your healing. I f youdbre too shy
wedondt know. A couple of years ago
member of Coll ege Park, nor ever has
visit my husband in the hospital whe
your husband had a heart attack? | 6
know about that?0

2. ltis perfectly fine to request no visitors when you are in the
hospital.  This could be due to your need to rest, or out of concern for
infections. The church staff will convey your request to the congregation and
to respect your wish for privacy.

3. We care, but no promises on visiting your hospitalized relatives, or
when youbre i n t {ofetown.o 8Vpile weadre verymuch
about your extended family, you have to remember that we only have two full
ti me ministers on staff. As much as
relatives, we just dondét have the ti
churches or synagogues themselves, either in Greensboro or in their home
towns, so many people have a faith community caring for them. If a church
member is in the hospital out-of-t own, we 6l | do our
that gas is outrageous and it is difficult to devote five-six hours to be at Duke,
UNC, or Baptist hospitals. Also, we have several ministerial friends in
Dur ham, Chapel Hill, and Winston -Salem whom we might coax your way.
What webdéd |l ove to do is be with you
with the emotional and physical healing.

4. Remember that a funeral is a scheduled event.
Despite some peopledbs expectations,
three days. The more time the staff has, the better the funeral will
be. The best funerals we have at College Park are those in which the family
gave the staff enough time to prepare, to secure singers and musicians, and to
inform people of the death. If you wish for lots of people to have an
opportunity to attend, then consider scheduling the funeral on a Saturday,
when most people do not have to work. The best two funerals | have been a
part of occurred 10 days after the
the burial first if you are in a hurry, then have a memorial service afterwards.
Keep in mind that most people in our congregation work, and they need time
to adjust work schedules. A full choir has little chance of happening if you
insist on having a speedy funeral. Give us some time, and we will craft a
significant funeral service; this | promise.

best,

personoés

5. Please consult the church staff when you are deciding on a date and
time for the funeral. Most of the funeral directors know this, but please give
any of us a call when you are making the arrangements. More than once people
have gone ahead and scheduled a funeral when no one on staff could possibly be
there. We would love to be there for you, to remember them, to worship with
you, and to grieve and celebrate.

6. Lastly, remember that many people who were members during the
1950s, 60s, and 70s are no longer members here. Since College Park has

knAsw wh e peel &ourfdl fo102 yBarstwe §et dAIRMELPTHE TAME: to do the funerals of

former members. This we are glad to do, if at all possible. However, where we
t?\,ét iRto tholibR ar® geépRk wHo think that tHey arelstl themBidrs becausettiey
eré\hfeMie in the 1950%, BOs, Bro7M8 a Aslowd bylals&Iarly@iatk, thérdis$ no
such thing as inactive members. We have to have some sort of contact from a
member at the very leastevery other year  to still be considered a member of
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During your hospitalization and during times of grief, we long to be with you, to help

and support you. However

remember that we humans are not ubiquitous.
Michael

Welcome to Amy Stocks!

Next Sunday, June 8, Amy Stocks joins College Park as a summer ministerial intern.
Amy is a rising senior at Campbell and is the daughter of Ralph & Tammy Stocks, our
CBF missionaries to Hungary.
webdbd |ike to visit
me . Al s o, many of

eds
s have

with everyon
your relative

but please remember
Boston or Bust
when you| return Yardrsal&boro, to help

Saturday, July 12, 6 AML PM
All proceeds go to your mission trip.
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Thank You

cal

we need to know

College Park Church,

| just wanted to write you a quick note to thank you for your ongoing support of
Special Ministries. Your church has continued to support the work that we do in
Special Ministries for a great many years. | do not always write to you but from
time to time 1 like to let you know that your gifts are appreciated and we use them
in areas of great need.

You may be interested to know that your gift this time will be used to scholarship
students with special needs to the Youth Retreat May 1618, 2008. We are in
great need of scholarships for these students so we were especially glad to receive

your gifé
You are very generous and we are grateful.

i f Yours truly,
Donnie Wiltshire

Special Ministries Consultant

Baptist State Convention of NC

Dear Michael,

Thank you and Coll ege Park for

memories of College Park.
Love,
Harold & Ron Scott & Families

To our dear friends at College Park Church,
Enclosed is a check in memory of Rachel S. Scott. She loved her church family
dearly.

Thank you for your loving care for her and also Fred. They are precious to us.

Thank all t hose

before her funeral.

responsible for the

Their sons, Ronald and Harold, are living testimonies to their faith in God. We
give thanks for them and for each of you.
In Christian love,
Ray & Hilda Scott

Sunday School Workday

Al s w&may wi sh to have
(,)’
'L

...Is scheduled for Saturday, June 14 from 9:00 and 11:30 am with lunch to fol-
low in the Fellowship Hall. In an effort to promote greater safety and continuity
for our Childrenés Sunday School, the

Room (106) will be swapped. If you can help sort through toys, move tables, and
arrange chairs, please come!
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Youth Sunday Sermon

In Hungary, as we visited with the families and children, two of the young girls
invited me into their home. I was appr
posed to go into the houses but the girls had me convinced. | slowly followed

them into the house hoping that someone would see us and stop me. However, no
one noticed as | disappeared into the house. When | went inside, | was greeted by
everyone and | was offered bread and
but I accepted the bread. The mom and her two children watched with happiness
as | ate. I couldnét understand how
us, who have so much, their food. | felt, why are they giving me food when they
need it more. It was this environment and sincere generosity that made me feel
that | wanted to impact our world and show people the same generosity. It was
during these moments and this trip that made me want to pursue my career.

t h

Social Workd A profession whose primary concern is how human needs, both of
individuals and of groups, can be met within society. Social work - the profession
that | wish to pursue. Socialworkdmy way of being Godoés
world everyday.

Many say that social work is a very tough profession. You are faced with situa-
tions that are al most unbearabl e.
hel ping the person to get out of that
better life. | want to be a social worker that works with families and children. |

want to be that social worker that saves a child from abuse or rape. | want to be
that social worker that helps to better orphanages, even internationally.

ltds hard to see people suffering and
However, at the same time, it is also easy to get caught up in our every day lives
and forget about those who are less fortunate. It is easy to take everything we
have for granted. Even though | want to be a social worker and be able to help

peopl e, I stil]l often take many things
especially in our country to focus on
for us to even realize that we are
away from it. But | also hope that with social work, it can help to stray away from
the Amed and help me to focus more on

though it is often easier said than done.

Many volunteer activities and mission trips with the church have opened my eyes
to people in this world and in our own community who need our help. With GUM,
| have helped to cook and serve the homeless and less fortunate in our commu-
nity. | have interacted and given plates of food and drinks to many of the people
and seen their truly deep gratitude and it shows you how they appreciate you and
what you are doing for them. It shows how they do need it and take it seriously. It
means so much to see how much they care for you and what you are doing even
t hough they donét even know who you ar
One time when serving drinks, | saw an old man approaching with raggedy

clothes who looked like he has really had it rough lately. He came and asked for a
glass of water. After | handed him the cup with a smile, he looked at me and

smiled and said thank you, thank you so much. It meant so much to him just to

receive a glass of water when many peo
have water. I|Ités instances I|ike this t
ence.

| have also often participated in Crop Walk and Agents of Grace. With both of
these activities | have helped people in need, by raising money for the hungry,
packing and unpacking a warehouse for an organization for the needy, and by
salvaging items from abandoned apartments for further use. When cleaning up

the abandoned apartments for Agents of Grace, it was appalling to see some of the
things that were left in the homes. In one apartment we even found drugs. Find-

ing this made me realize that many of these people who had lived in these apart-
ments could have needed our help too, reinforcing my drive.

e hBatrs@methirg that makeskyeu geglizes havamuch\peopleaake sudferingtis taking trip

to another country. When we went on the mission trip to Hungary my freshman
summer was when | grasped how much poverty is not just in our own country but in

making me want to pursue my social work career even more strongly.

When we also took a mission trip to New Orleans for Passport, | saw how much dep-

erty. However, it is something that | will have to take with a positive outlook and
use what | experience and see to motivate me more in my social work career. |
would also like to possibly do social work in Ecuador as well since | would like to
work internationally. It would be wonderful to be able to use my Spanish skills in
helping others. Spanish is also another one of my passions and | love hearing it
and trying to speak it. | hope that with knowing some Spanish that it will help me

others as wel | . I't made me feel a deep s o rtoreash otitkoaven nhorelpepple imoarcanmunityehdithe Wwoeld. lcam eeady tb  d i
b u t khoavihaow tolhandl¢ sgaing the Romamynpedple livingtingcongretesheuses with notruni s be the light and salt in the world and
ning water or doors or windows or anything. One of the houses we visited had a cur- is give up the fAimed and |l et Him guide t
e stain fqy @edear and winslews and whanyeu walked inside, tharegvasagtove®at i | | of f er Brenna Riley

may or may not have worked and a sink that was just a sink without any running wa-

ter. There was also a small couch and bookshelf with more cloth on the surroundin . . -

walls. It was so sad and brought many of us to tears. However, even though this er?vi- Foundatlons Of Re|IgIOUS Fl’eedomi

ronment was so impacting, the boys were still typical boys as they persisted in asking . . .

me for my phone number. | thought about giEf@@dOFﬂzvlﬂ@lSdmaBekn;g B.Qld to see what

would happen. It is hard to imagine how good we have it and then see people living

the way they were. It tugged at my heart in a way | had never felt before. | felt that it So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male
hawasnahdfpéeet Tfoh these people to be bar el y ahdfamalelg created theen. Genesisal®NewldernatiorfaliVvargion) and mor ¢

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let your-
selves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. . . . You, my brothers, were called

Ho we v erivation the hwirricgre yaad praught. It was one thig tossee it pnt TV ang to heargouty o u 6 fode free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve

s iittu abtuito nwhaennd Yyoouu 6Wiet mhees| Sp iinng Ptenhresnd nt,o ihtabvse laioknee aa nnoetwh erre ailni tlyo.v eP.e oTphlee ewnetrier el ilvaiw gi si T
that hardly looked much like a house anymore and many were also living in the your neighbor as yould@ew ldternationald/érson)i ans 5
FEMA trailers. Many also didndt even have a home at all/l I't was sad to see the de¢

struction and the families left behind in it with no help. It was a blessing to be able to
help the people of New Orleans devastated by the hurricane. In James 2:16 it says, If

It is great to be with you. | have long wanted to visit this church, having heard so
many good things about you (fiprogressiyv

i tonecohyau says to im, "Ge.rl wish you well; keep warm aadrivell feghalutgloeg noth-s a d . folks from here and have sent friends to you, and | have enjoyed hearing about

ing about his physical needs, what good is it? | feel that this statement describes well

the purpose of our mission trips because
anything then what good is it?
for granted and forget about others.

I t 6s

you from my haadoa Metlibdistdsvhoshasenade this her church
i hbmey Butil hasve aeconfessiors My desiedqbk with yon was reeeedto fill tine puld o n ¢
pit. Your welcoming of me, through your
Bagddoyresist when I met him at the New Baptist Covenant in Atlanta earlier this

t hW¥éith ppth ef ghesp lferchapaing tripss, ¥ felt thatingt onty f, bukeneryeng andghe trim wh i | ¥ear.

all came together and helped to make a difference. Many went and helped to clean

o t Onteand start rejylding hodsescagd my greup wept anf gdligstedfaodhfer the hure v e n
hurricane,

gry, who, especially after the
One of the most pungent parts of my mission work was when we had to sort through
sweet potatoes within a trailer. The trailer was smelly and many of the sweet potatoes
were rotten but that didndt matter. I,
trailer bringing sweet potatoes every
messy it was, it just mattered that we were going to get this food to people who
needed it. This trip was something that gave us a chance to live out the verse and not
just be the usual wishers and not doers but the ones who took a stand. It made me

feel more purposeful and useful. I
and not making a difference. | want to make an impact in this world and | feel that

for me, it is through social work.

e

| am very excited and scared at the same time about college. A part of me is ready to
keep growing up and a part of me still wants to cling on to my childlike ways. My

p | neom i someone whoyl am very elogd to anceshesshates theisame passion as | do &

donot

b a c k Wwantakinthagtiorriantemsking i verse a reality dit made e feeh psoudiof howwwes t a 'y

Michael asked me to come and share a message, something from my heart, and |

am al ways glad to be in churches that s
far ensudirtg that therenis ahstaongevoide oreligiousolibedyant the historic Baptist
tradition. Today, | am going to talk a bit about our work and why we as Baptists

and Christians should take special pride in and responsibility for preserving our
nationds tradition of religious |iberty
among many others, went in and out of the

t i mel am rota preédchiem though heantrdlaied to smrhedfiinetpredchers ansl hopethHatl o r |

will not fail them. My professional calling has been in the law, in a traditional
private practice that later led to my position for the past 7 years as general coun-
sel for the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C. It

wisarjob that certaimly calis®n nmy pelidf in & reessage weHwofthopeoalasniing g
from the pulpit, a message that has been powerfully preached by Baptists from
our beginning. What is that message?

on I

This message reminds us that religious liberty is a gift from God and deserves
our protection. Religion should be protected from the intrusion of government if
n ot religious institutions are to thrive and serve their prophetic function as critic and

h ahelping atikees and she giveselave to anypaetandeveryone phe is spaeonerthgt I lave d i f fomscience of the state. We must uphold this legacy and should recognize that

dearly and |l ook up to; | donoét
to pursue my dreams and supports me in my pursuing of social work. My dad sup-
ports me as well by saying that this is a perfect career that will provide me with ex-
perience to even help out my own crazy family. | hope to learn as much as | can at
UNCG in order to give my best to those who | will be helping. | am also glad that |
will still be close to home and to this wonderful church that is also a part of my home.

| know that when | go on my trip to Ecuador this summer, | will also see a lot of pov-

know what

| thewetigiolis dreedom wevanjoyhincAmericathasithe fingetpints ef Baptsts ondtg e s
The colonial era Baptist evangelist John Leland advocated for religious freedom
in the fight for disestablishment in Virginia, and is credited with influencing
James Madison, the primary author of the First Amendment. As Leland wrote in

his 1791 AThe Rights of Conscience | nal
without fear, maintain the principle that he believes, worship according to his

faith, either one God, three Gods, no God, or twenty Gods, and let the govern-

ment protect him in doing so.0 After a



deeply connected to our belief in Asoul
of every person to respond to God directly, without the interference of clergy or
the intervention of civil government.

These themes have a long and strong tradition in Baptist life and underlie the
work of the BJC. The BJC is an education and advocacy organization begun more
than 70 years ago by a collective group of Baptists, and currently supported by 15
different Baptist conventions and conferences, several of which you are affiliated
with & including the American Baptist Churches USA and the Alliance of Baptists.
We have a very broad constituency: from liberal American Baptists, to the tradi-
tional African -American Baptist denominations, to some state conventions, in-
cluding Texas, Virginia, and North Carolina, to conservative Seventh Day Bap-
tists. While we are not supported by the Southern Baptist Convention, you may
find individuals and churches aligned with the SBC who agree with the principles
we espouse (if not the work we do to carry out those principles).

Our program assignment is singular. We work on matters pertaining to the rela-
tionship between religion and the government. We do not work on all matters of
policy about which Christians are concerned and should be involved. Of course,
the churches that support us and the churches we attend are very interested and
involved in matters of justice, peace, social services, care for the earth, and other
policy concerns. The BJC does not work on those matters, which of course ex-
plains how we can serve a wide variety of constituents, avoiding the worst of par-
tisanship. By our nature there will be divisions in Baptist life, and Baptists do
disagree on many things, but a concern for religious freedom for all has been
something that unites us. Most would say that it is the distinctive Baptist contri-
bution to the larger family of faith.

In Washington, we work in coalitions of religious and civil liberties groups from a
broad range of perspectives. | know from experience that our commitment to reli-
gious freedom and Athe separation of
tecting that freedom is one of the things that our Jewish, Muslim, Catholic and
other religious and non-religious friends like best about us. We want to share the
good news with you, but we also have a reputation for defending the rights of oth-
ers to express their religious views and to reject ours.

The BJC6s mission is to continue that
given religious liberty for all, championing the principle that religion must be

freely exercised, neither advanced nor inhibited by government. This means sup-
porting the First Amendment as an essential restraint on government and a
promise of the free exercise of religion, with minimal bureaucratic intrusion.

That means we advocate for religion, in all its various voices, to be free to flourish
in the public square. Religion should thrive or fail on its own merits and the
power of its message, not through the coercive power or sponsorship of govern-
ment. Authentic religion does not need that kind of help. It is message powerful
enough to hold us together for 70 years and build a reputation worthy of protec-
tion.

In my daily work, | am asked about the law of church -state relations, the status of
the First Amendment, and the relationship between religion and government in
various arenas such as courts and legislatures, as well as to speak on college cam-
puses, and respond to the media and telephone calls with pastors, school princi-
pals, and others who have questions and need guidance on churckstate law.

In recent weeks, | have been involved in negotiating draft legislation about relig-

ion in the workplace, reviewing and analyzing federal cases, approving friend-of-

the court briefs to file in litigation, and speaking to student groups that visit the
nationds capital Primarily, | am asked
tween church and state. For example:

chdo¢chhane sveafgeo

Bappti vat el egdc¢gi ouas

f r e@odve meeddredten protebtians foraeligion ig the woraptade? r e s p o n s i b i | by family and church, we come to God one at a time, personally and individually.

What law restricts tax-exempt organizations from endorsing candidates?
How does it apply to churches?

When can the government post a religious message?
Why can Congress open with prayers but public schools cannot?

Can or should public universities set aside the use of buildings for the
religious needs of students, such as prayer or single sex gymnasium use?

What is the i mpact of
Is it legal to have a religious test for office?

Each of these questions is important and while | may not always have the answer, |
am grateful that Baptists fund an agency that has expertise in these areas, and that |
am able to serve in it.

In some arenas, such as a congressional staff briefing, | speak to audiences as one of
several panelists. Before | engage in a discussion on the specific topics (like any of
those | mentioned), | tell them where | am coming from. This is especially important
because the fABaptisto perspective we
various ways of expressing why an
so bent on guarding against governmentsponsored religion, so outraged that First
Amendment protections are eroding, and so interested in protecting the rights of
minority religious groups and the rights of nonbelievers. Today | am flipping the
order and emphasis.

cerns. The most concise way to explain the practical basis for why Baptists should
support religious freedom is because it works. In her last First Amendment case be-
fore she retired from the bench,
ivoluntary religious belief and
takes the mantle of religion upon itself as when government directly interferes with

mental burdens that impact churches. We should also quickly recognize that when
government asserts religious authority, it harms us.

O6Connor summarized the Courtés intere
sored religious displays, saying the g
serving religious |liberty to the fulle
stated: iBy enforcing the [Religion] C

individual conscience, not for the prosecutor or bureaucrat. At a time when we see
around the world the violent consequences of the assumption of religious authority
by government, Americans may count themselves fortunate: Our regard for constitu-
tional boundaries has protected us from similar travails, while allowing private reli-
gious exercise to flourish. . . Those who would renegotiate the boundaries between
church and state must therefore answer a difficult question: Why would we trade a
system that has served us so well for
practical truth is hard to deny, and most people understand it.

The most concise way of explaining the historical basis (which is closely tied to theol-
ogy) for the strong Baptist support for religious freedom is to tell the story of Roger
Williams.

It was Baptist Roger Williams, the founder of the first Baptist church in North Amer-
icagawhguéstrisondedipedt mamg
Asoul freedomodo is a traditional
mind about religious questions and is accountable to God. Though we are nurtured

th-eaBedhi adii at s

Supr eme

pefaendcasdoextSeng aGod

Bapti st

After being banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Williams established

Rhode Island as a haven for religious freedom, recognizing the rights of those

from other religious traditions, including the Native Americans. It was Williams

that said it is necessary to separate t

Awil derness of the world. o This was mo
made the phrase fiseparation of church a
First Amendmentds Religion Clauses.

The simplest theological basis for our commitment to religious freedom for all is a
belief that we are created in Godds i ma
ated with a free will to accept or reject religion. When we advocate for religious
teaedompswédfaeshect Godobs creation. Eve
audience, people understand that. If God does not force His will upon us, does not
coerce us, the least we can do is not let the U.S. Congress do it.

But today | am not in Washington, and | am glad to have this opportunity to ex-
pand upon the theological basis for a principled protection of religious freedom
for all.

Genesis teaches us that freedom starts with God and that we were made to have a
relationship with God. For that relationship to be genuine, it must be voluntary,
entered into freely, and based on love, not in any way compelled or based on fear.

r e p r eEaah oftus i$ competent to respondve Gold aslour cowsaienceldidtates, uinepeded o |
or gani z aand uocoercechbs ¢itheb aivil ar charchwauthiorities.tWhen we advodatefinBtagtig- i s t

ion should provide a strong, independent moral voice in our society, unconnected
to government, we are acting in accord with our understanding of God and hu-
manity.

In a sermon on religious liberty, Rev. Gardner Taylor, a prominent Baptist

detde |l bokt amea e fpomracpi c-apreachen fromtBmaklyne elv Yakn(mow tivingein Nootlg Camlané), noted sdame- o f

thing el se about what we |l earn from Ge
Eden account of our human beginning is the temptation to exceed our humanity

Caoduto be ad godst Antidethe Suaciouksrfrait abdatlye e@ifess aprimgtnre, ansbinty e d :
exXpr essi onprneasye nbcee tshtrreiak eesn ealt whie e

mosermmener abl e

be as godsd. o Tayl or goes on to remin

t hthan &od,aablafty status, bud in our attiieles and eactians Wwectdnd to dorget the g «

6little |l owerd and seek
tives of very God. o We
but none of us are created as gods.

n protecting against government spon-
Ii maist liave deems that Bibjical truthtthattinkpé@ed the pionears of théearly Baptist o f

g & tberstatustahdareroga-a n n
are created wi

emovement, John @myshiatd ITkomas kelveys, 1o demand freedsm of conssiemaei e t
u saedsseparation ohchuvck andét stapet Theyexperignced firsthand thedangersof f o r

combining religious zeal with the coercive power of the state, and they suffered
terribly under a King that sought to force religious uniformity. In 1612, Thomas

Hel wys wrote a seminal treatise on reli
of the Mystery on I niquity.o I n a note
King James |, Hel wys wrot e, fithe King i

hath no power over the immortal souls of his subjects to make laws and ordi-
nt ahnact e sh afso rs etrhveend aontdh etros sseot psopoirrliyt?uda | TLhoi

Thus it was from the very beginning of the Hebrew Bible in Genesis and the very
beginning of the Baptist tradition that freedom has been an essential theme of
living a life of faith.

The theme of freedom continues in the New Testament in many places and in
many ways. The verses | rely on today come from the Apostle Paul in his letter to

ueldetriso asahi @ sl athe Ghlatiens. dVoiting t0 a corgeegation that is sightmg ameng thensselves oves d |
b etheiexent tot whiehttheyeazeadyuiredfto fallev aspacts bf Jewsstk law, Rapl warnsr  «

against | egalism and exclusion. He say:



(2]

Christ has set us free; dondét submit again to a yoke oIf avery.o
Of course, that brings up the question of freedom for what? And, that is an endur-
ing question, one to inspire a lifetime of sermons and deserving of our best efforts
as we seek to live out the life God intends for us. As freedorloving Baptists, we
l ook to the Bible, under the Lordship of Christ, as t he
for us. We have no creed but the Bible, and are thus free and obligated to study
and obey the Scripture according to the dictates of our conscience. Our focus on
the Bible, as interpreted by individuals, within the Christian community and with
the help of scholarly inquiry, has created diversity and conflict, but has also left
our central focus on the proclamation that @AJesus is LJo
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Certainly it is not that our freedom is unlimited, for us to do whatever we want.

We are to put our freedom to good use. Paul continues in the fifth chapter of Ga-
latians, verses 131 4 : AiBrothers and Sisters, do not wuse your fre]e
tunity for self -indulgence, but through love, become slaves to one another. For the
whole law is summed up in a single commandment, you shall love your neighbor

Y

as yourself .o
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We are not a bunch of lone individualists who happen to get together once a week

to worship God in the same place. We are a community, responsible not only for |I Summer MUSIC CAMP |I

ourselves but for one another, t oo, united by the pr-oc@amation t hat AJesus ifs n "

Lord. o
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Our freedom in Christ can never be separated fromd and must always be limited
byd the responsibility that we have to one another. Freedom and responsibility,
liberty and accountability must always be held in tension; they are two sides of
the same coin.
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It is a scary concept-this freedom God gives us. And | understand why some, like

those to whom Paul was speaking, are willing to trade their freedom for legalistic oD 23 %: g
rules. The freedom God gives us and the responsibility that comes along with it xS % 3 n n
. . . . Q= - L] L]
produces anxiety. We are always having to choose what is right and wrong and P 52 $58¢ Re IStI'atIOn be an On
what it means to serve one another in love. Yet, that is exactly what we are called % [ =3 Q 3:z¢g || g g ||
. QO = ©
to do, and indeed what we are made to do. o 3 =2 5 Fzi a
o s 2 | 83 g &% s May 21, 2008
. . W 20 1) S n ] n
As we go from here, may we continue to accept our calling to be free and respon- o i) % o QEJ g " g
sible and to love and serve one another.s 8fiYGug =y blrédfslers and sisters% wer ¢
; ; . < 8 s S o os <.
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, o 2 » =3 = N 3
- . . . . — ! ~N 0O L]
serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: S w > Q22 g2 i **Fees' $50 per Ch | Id *%*
6Love your neighbor as yourself. 60 g% gggg s o n " n
c @ S 50 :
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