. ~ g all 100 year old Baptist church in the middle of the Bible belt. Now
MI Chael O S 50th BI rthrﬁiﬁi& the pastor of this quaint church.
A dAC liste ogk&ading. $oceer Lo erntin
| m sure most of you were aware | ast xm]CaI ”I'f' Eg"&?@ %8& g ok
miss ité.it was all over TVthrunnmgvoftpmper @rqa '%O ané_k SO I fe aécqﬁegelfaﬁ::I\/llchaeIUsey
first Daytona 500!!!!11 (Robert whisper S)Dgeat%(fty(?nhoeffera 4 \?VOY|(C)IHab0 ?\S/olvemgaf)‘:ea'ltnr:]éeéddngq oqk A - -
(erase and rewrite). S you wou u
Lordy, Lordy, itods been 10 years since MifhnaK Wdss fforgmer youth group to see
And, woo-wh oo, heds still here! (Robert cl a plgmsta'rs ﬁym wgqt roggh the cracks of his fingers with his knees pulled up in a
semi- tion.
When Michael first arrived in Greensboro, we had the pleasure of having him stay
e s o y very serjously, but i elf. Wh 21
at our house for a few months (Robert w e%al@e lL}Jlrc %l?est oro aptﬁyépﬁzk@te(ymﬁron\{%}s%e Southe Baptlst@g;\%/ee%- '

It was a great opportunity to get to know our new young pastor. It was like having
a son with us and, i f you donot
the end of the week, Ann and Nathan Jomed him, and Ann straightened every-
thing out before they left!

|l 6ve never been to a Tuesday morning b
thatdés okay, but | have shared a meal
many of you, have been in the congregation for most of his excellent, insightful,

and moving sermons, but we were in a small village in Hungary one Sunday and
witnessed him preaching to Hungarian Baptists. That picture will stay in my

mind forever.

Mi chael 86s knowl edge (which stild]l
even when it flies in the face of convention (and gets you lots of television and
newspaper coverage), his honesty, his creativity, his leadership, his ability to
listen, his ability to deal with conflict, and his way off -base sense of humor are the
gualities which make him the unequalled pastor he is.
Hi s and Annés ability to t hree
process is amazing. What role models for other parents.

parent

His care, counsel, wisdom, and way offbase sense of humor (have | already said
that???) make him the great friend he is to Robert and me. Because of Michael, |
have grown tremendously in my faith, in my ability to see the world more clearly,
in my ability to acknowledge the wild, crazy, uncontainable, amazing God we wor-
ship.

wh a't l'ife 1o

Mi chael, be proud of

friend. And you are truly unequalled!

your

Janice Kirkman

Eleven years and counting and we still kinda like each other, though we both
agree that it is way better now that | am not working with, for him. Way less
frustration, and more fun. | mean how many times can one veto Thai food in a
gas station; beg for the bulletin information only to have him change it 6 times.
How loudly can one yell and curse about the tardiness of the collage article. or
some other outrageous idea, makes you wonder what goes on in that head of his
though | am sure now with age that brain is going to slow down unless he takes
his Genital regularly.

Seriously, we supported each other through school, our kids celebrated birthdays
and Halloweens together; but he was my friend even when | did not attend
College Park for worship; and when | needed a place to go, he welcomed and
encouraged me with no pressure. | treasure our friendship, the way you think,
talk, yell, and are passionate about caring for others Dude, you da mani oh wait i
you da old man

Kathy Kirshner

w i CPMPASHGN.Ar IYStAN GHGMPLtomake space i
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He may show up ten minutes late to a movie or lunch date, but will send dozens of

DRI IdogpLanes fbogke In el Lo e 'Faes\gmf

He is very quick to laugh loudly and uncontrollably. When Katie and Jason Hensley
went to see fABorat, o they knew Michael
before the show, but because they heard his distinct cackle from the other side of the
theater throughout the movie.

% |ts gomfortatﬁe) pIaylng on the Hoor Wlth our toddlers Ijeadlng frgmk &\(scussmns
about sex with our youth, and engaging lively, debate with the Adult 3 Sunday school
class of which he will soon be a regular member.

He is an advocate for radical truth telling, but keeps an unofficial list of words said

foor: :teh e f | S
b eaufti f N N

a] Fr i c

He has studied the Bible and the history of the church for most of his life, but will tell
you that most of what he believes about God is still a holy mystery. Instead of being
frustrated by the questions and tests of faith, he delights in them.

Happy Birthday Michael! Thank you for graciously sharing your family, your intel-
lect, your ministry, and your life with the congregation here at College Park Church.

oks | ike at 50. Youdbve | ived it

Michael Usey is one of a kind. There are few people from whom | have learnedas
much in my life as | have from Michael:

His creativity is limitless: (if | had a nickel for every time | heard the words, "What if
we...?")

His gifts for pastoral care are matched by very few | know: (I think | learned as much
from being with him at hospitals and with people in grief as | did anywhere).

His intelligence is so enormous it's frightening at times: (Is there a book he has read
that he doesn't remember thoroughly? Is there actually a book he hasn't read?)

His encouragement for me continually to try new things has literally shaped who |
am as a minister: (A conversation from my first year at College Park when a young
couple came to be married,but Michael would be out of town.) Michael: "This would
be a great first wedding for you to do." Dorisanne: "You know, we leave on the mis-
sion trip the next day, I'm feeling pretty swamped, etc. | don't really think so."
Michael: "This would be a great first wedding for you to do." (And it was.)

OH%f‘?INdrI&”? :

0O S r

dkrt el r]mea n dr Ob”b ar epa | pt htr 0 N 9 R SN d thgm. appyrb0tmMijchael!

WMt Gravey o,

His teaching skills inspire others to want to learn. (Tuesday night Bible stud-
ied/atillshold Iqiseobfgndl memariesddos angdgiggdiscossidnd n 6t conj ur e

His ability to connect with people: (few people | know quote Augustine and
Janis Joplin with the ease and lack of pretense that Michael does. In the same
sermon.)

A T e x &lis hu@dr arighiesaal manyl less thandrigbt aay$ (@ $till miss lmughireg twithh e s

Michael. And few men would be manly enough to keep their bathroom pink
for...is it still pink?).

His gift giving ability is, well, this one is a bit of a draw: (I have some incredi-
ble books from Michael, and then there are the three swords we received in

believe tl9nt Usey§rgllgd agdip%s%dﬁoaa pH:tHrg |g frogt gf@rhanqulp@tes;obhglgqqg a sigq owar dthe mail not long after Adam was born... He loves them by the way.)

So...perfect? Not exactly. Some of those great ideas had somewhat lousy tim-
ing. (e.g."Do you want to change how we docommunion this time?" asked on

and the way into the worship service),

ik
? not sure how much trouble | would have gotten in if we'd actually used

the "Jason masks" from the movie Halloween Michael gave me at camp my
w a s first nyeat. h e Ast foreothérrcamp games hé éntiaded,svee'll tiehve ythose a w
unmentioned.

On the other hand, when some of the girls took a stab (literally) at piercing
their own ears or | caught someone way out of bounds for something, | knew
Michael was the one to help work through the conversation to follow...

i ght

| really could go on and on. It's difficult to sum up my gratitude and love for

Michael and his family and for the love my family and | have received from

Heavern 0 atdeash angpdd Eusn: Ba Yiakvimareh
Dorisanne Cooper

Hey! What 0s
CPC Wednesday Night Fellowship

3/5/2008

Pork Stir Fry

Basmati Rice
Lemon Poppy Seed Cake

I |
I I
I I
I I
I 3/12/2008 I
I Orange Chicken |
I Broccoli Penne I
Brownies
| pas |
I Potato Salad & JeltO Salad |
Green Bean Casserole, Rolls
I Strawberries & Ice Cream I
I I
I I
I I
I I

3/26/2008
Easter Holiday

Vegetarian Alert: To the extent possible, all meals will have a vegetarian
counterpart or sufficient vegetarian sides to make a perfectly delicious
meal.

Kid Alert : In addition to any meal made especially for you, peanut
butter & jelly is ALWAYS an option



Thank you :
Dear College Park: :
I would like to thank everyone for the prayers and support you have given me over a
the last year. The month of February 2007 in the hospital was really rough and the g
recovery has been slowbut very steady. | know your prayers were heard, | sure felt o Z
them. There are not words to express how much you all mean to me. Thank you so o - Q g o
very much for your prayers, time, and love. 2 & =} = =
Jessi Mathews-Rush g =3 % © 3z < %;? - %% C. %-'
2 0 = T o = (O] =
. . 8 5 _<ZIRPgzZFoao3l3=g0<
What | learned from 10 days in the hospital 55 $5852852235855<
- @ T=os5=x20-
| was not in control, neither were the doctors, God as! Miracles still happen. | got a o 3 '; mé fé) Sof QSJ_ CRE c3r |Number 147 March 2008 |
big one! (My heart went back into rhythm on its own.) A supposedly simple proce- 5 s~ g s § §_= a ) 2 s
dure can turn out to be complicated (and did). Prayers pulled me through. Thank @ wago? oo S9sd o T oo || ||
you! Thanks be to God! : gggfﬂgiggg ‘z“g(‘,;gg%
P Ggpigitifafisg March 2008
You can celebrate your birthday in the hospital. (I did. Thanks for your many % o moe 24 75 =205 R = =@ . .
cards.) Visitors are |l ess when you candt be found. (Thag(?ésg(g»k*agy'fiﬁgﬁ-g@i%dg‘h%@ feel g ke . . '
entertaining.) Hospital food (all) tastes and smells the same and the appetite goes 5] :‘c&r = B 2@ ~z3¢2 3 |I The month with two hOlldayS. |I
fast (mind did). But, Yum Yum shakes are still delicious (Thanks Michael!) - 0o ® 2 3 &
8 © 8 27 . 6W 3DWULFN-V DQG (
Aids/ techds dondt always want to help. (I hate 2 hour walitse) | observed that fEkertain
duties bring refusals and complaints. (Unbelievable, but true.) Some people proba- @ |I March |I
b]y in the wrong profession. However, the majority (nurses, etc.) were very helpful, = 8 Annual Church-Wide Spring Cleaning 9i 1 PM
kind and nurturing. (Thanks!) 5 . ~
a n 9 Jazmin Allen-Gr egor yds baby who
When youdre down, those pesky Ilittle things keep poppingl up like: phlebitis, hfel following worship
blisters, rashes, etc. (I think they all found me.) Yolu do things you donot remerﬂber 16 Passion Sunday
(like removing your oxygen mask in the middle of the night. After the beeping 2o =TT Childrendéds Egg Hunt ol |
stops, the straps get tighter. My family was so helpful and supportive, there when | > Sz § 2 > 3 . 20 Tenebrae Service .
needed them. (Thank you.) What a caregiver and partner God gave me! | am so = 52 g5 2% 23 E
lucky. | needed him at 4 a.m. in the morning. He came to the hospital. (I know! | 5 = £ 3 o S3E% aster .
know! - but that was only once, okay?) g § 02 s 238 |I Bring flowers for flowering cross. |I
=3 g§< 5 % 5 2
My church family, friends and neighbors have been so responsive. (Thanks so g % o QEJ g% ® g n April n
Delicious, beaLtiL, nLmerous, generoLs, kind, and so very much appreciated. 2 858 | g 16 Boston or Bust Fundraiser
) ’ ] ] ’ . \ 6 o - N = S |I . . |I
Thanks to everyone, for everything. | love you all. )3> < f' 3<> & g 8 27 HOC”grrl_]'%Iirtrt]eoen g:)tegekfaptlst Joint
Betty Withers 3 320 s o)
(1/158 1/24/08 Hospital) s z3¢E g " "
2 230 : i
P.S.: Not interested in a return trip for more education! i) § ® S FQD_* |I 4 Youth Sunday |I
| am finally beginning to feel a little better each day. If this continues, | hope to be % g L3 . 18 Chall’llf-:' :Johnson of Mercer .
back at church worshiping with my church family real soon. =3 N8 Divinity S_Ch00| Preaches
S ® 3 ) || 26 Summer Frisbee Starts ||
2 aRz 29
New Address ; : : — o 838 53 June
Greg Woodward has just been appointed Chief of Staff for the 1st Marine Logistics S €5 S 532 n 1114 = t Kid n
Group (Rear) at Camp Pendleton, CA. He will assume this position until March '09 T o820 g% asspor .' _S )
as it stands now. We can't really explain what he does, but just know he's the #2 B @ N g 38 opcz || Camp Dixie, Fayetteville, NC |I
man over about 8000 Marines at the base. (The base consists of a Commander for S 2= ga 239 S 220 28 Montreat
the whole base, and then a CO (Commander) and an XO (Chief of Staff) for each of @ S8 S g 27 8 o . .
the 5 divisions on base) He's promised us that he won't be deploying (Iraq, g s=9mN z& SAME July
Afghanistan), however there's always a chance. We hope not though! Paige will be 2 5 "R} 5] S 7R3 u
, . L -3 § - (@) _
moving there soon. His mailing address is: @ 2 ® - g %g || 20-26 Passport Youthd Wenham, MA ||
g ® ) 2=
Col Greg Woodward g = o2 i T
Chief of Staff, 1st MLG (Rear) S 2 S
16th & F, Bldg. 1491 |I |I
Camp Pendleton, CA 920555606 E s b s b s b s B s B s




