Stocks Report

Grass Skirts, Blob Tag, and S’mores! Oh My!

English language learning can be lots of fun when combined with a hot dog
cookout, a luau party, tug-of-war and many more fun activities. That’s exactly
what happened when a group of young people traveled from Haven Fellowship
Church in Conyers, GA to a camp outside of Pecs, Hungary. The 30 English-
learning students from Gandhi came by train to be greeted with shouts of
welcome. The week centered on formal English classes with many informal ac-
tivities as well. Highlights of the week were the opportunities to experience
American cuisine, the talent show, and the four-square game challenges. One
day was set aside for the Roma students to teach the American team about
Romany culture. This day concluded with some of the Roma girls making a tra-
ditional Gypsy supper for all the campers. Many lessons were taught and
learned during the week. The most important lesson being that God loves

us each and everyone no matter your language or culture.

A is For Asking

On August 27 Clista and Glen Adkins joined us in Hungary. They are serving
through CBF’s Global Service Corps as an English teacher and Music teacher at
the Gandhi School in Pecs. Both bring a wealth of experience to the ministry.
Glen most recently served as the minister of music at First Baptist Church,
Greensville, SC while Clista taught Greek at Gardner-Webb University. The
Adkins have two grown daughters, Mary Patricia and Kati Beth. We are excited
to see how God will lead them to minister among the Roma students at Gandhi.

Backyard Bible Camp—From Virginia to Hungary

"Yes, Lord; Yes, Lord; Yes..." The words of the English chorus could be heard
ringing through the villages along with the shouts of "Alleluia" and "Ald az Urat”
(Hallelujah & Praise ye the Lord) as the boys and girls tried to outdo each other
in the familiar chorus. Hands shot up eagerly as the village children volunteered
to help with the interactive Bible story each day. Many of us were all thumbs
when it came to craft time but the projects were all treasured gifts. These were
activities in two Backyard Bible Camps conducted by the youth team o Rosalind
Hills Baptist Church, Roanoke, VA in the villages of Kekcse and Berencs. Each
morning we were greeted with smiling faces and big hugs. Parents came to see
what all the noise was about and each day our group of kids grew bigger and
bigger. The young people from Rosalind Hills served as the presence of Christ
among the Roma through their unselfish giving of their time, energy, and fi-
nances to be in northeast Hungary for a week in July.

Prayer Requests:

1. Pray for the European Baptist Federation meeting in Budapest Sept 27-29.
A group from Virginia will visit a few of the Roma ministry sites in Hungary
and the Ukraine. Pray for safety, wisdom, and guidance.

2. Pray for short-term personnel (volunteers) arriving Oct 5 from FBC,
Greenville, SC to lead in the English classes at the Gandhi School in Pecs.

3. Praise for the safe arrival the end of July of Daniel Csuhai, the son of our
Hungarian Roma ministry partner, Jozsi Csuhai.

4. Pray for Glen and Clista Adkins as they begin their ministry at the Gandhi
School in Pecs.

5. Pray for Wes and Susan Craig, Global Service Corp, ministering among the
Roma in Bucharest, Romania through the Ruth School.

6. Pray for a mild winter. Many of the Roma have difficulties heating their
homes and affording adequate clothing.

If you would like more details and to see pictures of the activities in this
newsletter—check out our ministry. blog.
(http;//stocksreportromaministry.blogspot.com) We regularly update our
prayer requests.

Family Update

It was a busy summer for all of us. Josh spent his summer living with his grand-
parents in High Point, NC. He got his first taste of employment by working at the
local YMCA. He is also proud to have passed the test and have his driver’s license in
hand. With the start of school, Josh is now a senior.

Amy’s summer was full with her job as a Bible study leader for Passport Youth
camps. It was a great experience for her to lead the campers while in Macon, GA
and New Orleans. She also came to Hungary for a few weeks. She just started her
junior year as a social work major at Campbell University.

Ralph and Tammy spent the summer with volunteers, visiting Roma missions, and
attending a meeting in Prague.

It was a fun time for all of us and we’re all ready for the return of our routines.

Ralph & Tammy Stocks ministering among the Roma through the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship since 1994. Please consider a gift to the Global Missions Offering.
Your gifts enable us and other field personnel to minister among the Unreached
People Groups of the world. Thank you.

Gifts can be sent to: CBF Global Missions Offering PO Box 101699 Atlanta, GA

30392
Ralph & Tammy Stocks

Hey, where’s the Lord’s Prayer?

New Addresses

After 13 plus years of saying The Lord’s Prayer, we are going to take a break from it.
The danger of any prayer said from memory is that it can become rote and mean-
ingless. To guard against that danger, we will be dropping it from our service for
several months. In the meantime, we’ll be learning other significant Christian
prayers, such as the one attributed to St. Francis.

Rusty’s Retreat Dedication

Although renovations are incomplete, the dream of establishing a sanctuary for the
weary of heart is quickly becoming a reality.

You are cordially invited to attend the blessing and dedication of “Rusty’s Retreat”
on Saturday, October 20 2007 at 6 PM.

Please RSVP for the 5 PM barbecue dinner to College Park Church or to Sally
White at 697-5800 or dishdivag7@bellsouth.net by Wednesday, October 17th.

Carpool is recommended and please bring your own chair.

Directions to: Rusty’s Retreat
5411 Amick Road
Julian, NC 27283

Take I-40 East, exit right on 421 South, turn left at McDonald’s on to Alamance
Church Road and go about 10 miles. After you pass the Walnut Wood golf course,
the next paved road, you will turn right on Amick. It will be the 10th driveway on
the left.

PS: A preparation workday will be Saturday, October 13, from 9 — 3 PM for any
willing helping hands. Please respond so we’ll know how many to prepare for
lunch.
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You See

Robert Davis and Torren Snipes just finished their Sunday school duty a half
hour ago, where they’ve each served the 2 and 3 year-old Sunday school children
cycling through that department for over 20 years. I wanted to say a special
word of thanks on their behalf because after doing this duty for decades, they're
understandably chosen its time to take a rest and step down.

What a gift they have given us and the children they’ve served and enjoyed. If
you’ve had kids under their care, as Ann and I have (all three of ours!), you know
without me saying, that every time you enter the room, they are gentle, quiet,
faithful presences who deeply enjoy each child, and clearly get deeply attached to
each one, accepting, maybe even relished each child’s oddities.

We cannot thank you enough, Robert and Torren, for being like Jesus by loving
children and even seeking out their presence. You have honored God and this
church with your faithful service.

October 77 was also a special day to honor David Soyars. Our music program,
while growing and changing, has enjoyed a key point of continuity through
David’s faithful service to us for three full years as of October 7th. I couldn’t let
that go by without us noticing and appreciating that fact.

Obviously his most used gift has been playing at keyboards, both organ and pi-
ano. But you must also recall that he has served capably as our full choir minis-
ter during interim before Rydell cam on board. All the choir loved him. Ann
often noted that he wove attention to spirituality along with technical musical
guidance, a rare combination that thankfully Rydell has continued.

He is incredibly accommodating and works well with just about anyone. And he
even throws in occasionally the gift of his voice, freely offering to sing along with
either tenors or basses as needed when the choir sings a cappella. And of course
we have all been moved by his occasional solo.

The choir and Rydell regularly say, however, that to find a keyboardist who plays
so expressively and with such mastery and nuance is a rare gift indeed.

Know, David, that we don’t take your for granted.
Michael

Thank You

CROP Walk
Fighting Hunger One Step at a Time

Blood is Thicker than Water....

The college students’ care packages have been assembled, sealed, labeled and
mailed. Many thanks to Club Jesus for assembling the boxes and writing notes of
encouragement.

I would like to say a special word of thanks to Diane Ingold for purchasing a
Crop Walk t-shirt to go in each package!

And, also, a great big thank you to Phyllis Kelly who gathered goodies, supplies

and helped Club Jesus make this happen!
Rachel
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Did you know?
e Itisestimated that nearly 1 billion people around the world are chronically
hungry.

e 30,000 children die every day of hunger or hunger-related diseases.

e 36.3 million American people live in households that experience hunger.
o This means that one in ten households in the United States is hungry.

e 13 million children in the U.S. go to bed hungry.

What can you do to help?

Support this year’s CROP Walk. CROP stands for Communities Responding to Over-
come Poverty, and the annual walk raises money to alleviate hunger in our commu-
nity and around the world. 25% of the money raised is used by Greensboro Urban
Ministry in Guilford County; the remaining 75% goes to Church World Service for
international hunger relief.

Stop by one of our CROP Walk displays on Sundays or Wednesday nights and:
e  sign up to walk,
e  sponsor someone else who's walking,
e or buy a CROP Walk t-shirt for only $3!
(Al t-shirt money goes directly to GUM.)

CROP Walk details:
Date: Sunday, October 14

Location: First Horizon Park

Registration: begins at 1:30 p.m. (NOTE NEW TIME)

Walk: begins at 2:30 p.m. (NOTE NEW TIME)

Distance: 5K (3.1 miles; typically takes a little over an hour to walk)

Sponsorship forms/donations: Must be turned back in to College Park (Phyllis
Calvert). DO NOT take the forms and donations to First Horizon Park!

Additional information: The day of the walk, GUM will also collect donations of
nonperishable canned goods at First Horizon Park.

Halloween Party Need

In lieu of the upcoming College Park Halloween Party
on Wednesday, October 24, we are in need of some
Halloween Candy!

The donation box is located in the foyer
across from the nursery.

You'll see the Rubbermaid tub with the bright orange
sign that reads
"Halloween Candy Donations".

Thanks so much!

And often weirder than we’d like to admit. Let’s face it, each of us most likely has
that one family member who is the “weird” one; the eccentric or unmotivated one.
He might be the uncle who always reeks of cigarettes and spends hours in his
basement researching the lost colony of Atlantis. She might be the cousin, twice
removed, whose main goal in life is to play scratch off’s and power ball lottery in
hopes of paying off debt. Perhaps the odd ball is a sibling who shares no common
interest with you, dresses differently than you, and has a completely different per-
spective on life altogether. Of course there’s always the possibility that the weirdo
is you. Whatever the case may be, we all have “weird” ones in the bunch.

There is something deeply theological about this. Even within our own families
we are born into diversity: diversity of opinions, of styles, of perspectives. The
idea that a family must be defined by its “alikeness” is only a half truth. Sure
there are similar traits of physique and personality. But each member is an indi-
vidual, with his/her own dreams and aspirations and goals in life. Diversity is
bound to be part of a family’s true identity.

On September 30 in Club Jesus (which is the name of the youth group for grades
6-12), we talked about families. We talked about how imperfect and crazy fami-
lies can be or feel. And we talked about how God uses and redeems and works
through them anyway. We talked about how most families mentioned in the Bi-
ble are far from perfect, far from our American ideals of family (2 parents, 2.5
kids, a dog). We talked about Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers, and the
crazy things that took place in their families.

All in all, we are all made in the image of God, living in a fallen world, and like-
wise broken. Our families are broken too, made up of broken people. But it does-
n’t stop there. Through God’s Spirit we are all in the process of being made whole
again. Our God is One of redemption and reconciliation. While we remain here,
in a broken state, we have a hope... a very real hope... of healing and wholeness.

Even though you might have a weird one in the bunch, God works through them
anyway. It doesn’t matter what your family looks like, God works and moves and
breaths in its midst. Look at the stories in scripture, and you’ll see. God is in the
business of healing and bringing broken folks to Himself. Blood is thicker than
water. But hope is stronger.

Rachel

Looking Ahead

October 14 CROP Walk

October 21 Youth Parents Meeting—5:30 PM
October 24 Halloween Party

October 26 Forever 39 Club—12 Noon
October 31 No Wednesday Night Activities

November 14
November 21
November 22

Business Meeting
No Wednesday Night Activities
Thanksgiving

December 7
December 9
December 12

Children’s Christmas Party—6:15 PM
Lovefeast—6 PM
Market Street Brass Concert—6:45 PM

December 16 Youth Christmas Party
December 19 Christmas Banquet
December 25 Christmas

December 26 No Wednesday Night Activities




Ecclesiastes

Update from Africa

Lynn & Steve Greer

Unlike the animals, who seem quite content to simply be themselves, we humans
are always looking for ways to be more than or other than what we find ourselves
to be. We explore the countryside for excitement, search our souls for meaning,
shop the world for pleasure. We try this. Then we try that. The usual fields of
endeavor are money, sex, power, adventure, and knowledge.

Everything we try is so promising at first! But nothing ever seems to amount to
very much. We intensify our efforts—but the harder we work at it, the less we get
out of it. Some people give up early and settle for a humdrum life. Others never
seem to learn, and so they flail away through a lifetime, becoming less and less
human by the year, until by the time they die there is hardly enough humanity left
to compose a corpse.

Ecclesiastes is a famous—maybe the world’s most famous—witness to this experi-
ence of futility. The acerbic wit catches our attention. The stark honesty compels
notice. And people do notice—oh, how they notice! Nonreligious and religious
alike notice. Unbelievers and believers notice. More than a few of them are sur-
prised to find this kind of thing in the bible.

But it is most emphatically and necessarily in the Bible in order to call a halt to
our various and futile attempts to make something of our lives, so that we can
give our full attention to God—who God is and what he does to make something
of us. Ecclesiastes actually doesn’t say that much about God; the author leaves
that to the other sixty-five books of the Bible. His task is to expose our total inca-
pacity to find the meaning and completion of our lives on our own.

It is our propensity to go off on our own, trying to be human by our own devices
and desires, that makes Ecclesiastes necessary reading. Ecclesiastes sweeps our
souls clean of all “lifestyle” spiritualities so that we can be ready for God’s visita-
tion revealed in Jesus Christ. Ecclesiastes is a John-the-Baptist kind of book. It
functions not as a meal but as a bath. It is not nourishment; it is cleansing. Itis
repentance. It is purging. We read Ecclesiastes to get scrubbed clean from illu-
sion and sentiment, from ideas that area idolatrous and feelings that cloy. It is an
exposé and rejection of every arrogant and ignorant expectation that we can live
our lives by ourselves on our own terms.

Ecclesiastes challenges the naive optimism that sets a goal that appeals to us and
then goes after it with gusto, expecting the result to be a good life. The authors
cool skepticism, a refreshing negation to the lush and seductive suggestions swirl-
ing around us, promising everything but delivering nothing, clears the air. And
once the air is cleared, we are ready for reality—for God.

Eugene Peterson

What’s up with
the picture and candle?

They are prayer reminders of Gwen Ware’s son, Ryan Cox, who was recently de-
ployed to Iraq. He is not the only serviceman or woman from the congregation
serving overseas. His address is: Ryan C. Cox, CLB 8 Maint Company 12 Platoon
Unit 73760, FPO AE 09509-3760. If you would like to add a candle, see one of
the ministers.

The slum area called the Kebe was just as I had imagined. It consists of a maze of
shacks with a foot path connecting them all, spread over acres of poverty. The inhabi-
tants are the “Black Moors" who were descended from the African tribes, many being
the slaves of the Arabic "White Moors”. The language of the Kebe is Hassaniya not
French. (Great!)

The clinic doctor (Claudine) was on a well deserved holiday and the medic (John
Paul) was working; as his trusty receptionist, Cityboo, kept order. The clinic consists
of a one room shack with a table, three chairs, and a foot locker for the medicine.

The room had little ventilation and almost did me in after yet another night of intes-
tinal woes that Sarah and I keep enjoying. I wasn't prepared for the 100 degree plus
temps under that tin roof. After my clothes were soaked through, it took fifteen min-
utes of sitting outside with the women and children patients until the room stopped
spinning. Most of the patients had diarrhea, some the flu, dental abscesses, bronchi-
tis, parasites, rashes and growths.

One nine year old girl had several maladies and was a deaf and mute with no visible
way to communicate her problem. Special needs children have no help here in this
world.

Another three year old girl was born with a skin disease that made her entire body
look like it had been gone over with a blowtorch, her face was completely disfigured
and she was nearly blind.

The receptionist, Cityboo, looked older than his forty plus years with the left side of
his body paralyzed by a stroke. The clinic is attached to his home and he receives
"small money" for keeping order and guarding.

John Paul asked my age and when I told him I was sixty three he said with a laugh
"oh papa". I have heard this name before from the street vendors, I know it means
grandfather since the life expectancy here is about fifty to fifty five. As vanity some-
times rules the day I prefer to think of it as a nickname like "Papa Hemingway".

The clinic itself has few resources. Claudine is paid by a West African NGO and John
Paul is a chef who volunteers his time. Their supply of medicine is replenished by
charging for the medicine they give out usually from fifty cents to three dollars and
there is no charge for the office visit.

I am not sure how my army medic skills will translate into this place, but Sarah has
given me a stethoscope and some basic equipment so at least I look the part.

Unlike the needs in Mongolia , of twenty four adorable orphans, this project takes the
spirit of charity to a whole new level. The needs here make the orphanage look like
the Fort Lauderdale Yacht Club.

Many of you have asked for a challenge here on the " dark continent". Julian of
Norwich said, "He did not say: You will not be troubled, you will not be labored, you
will not be disquieted: but he said you will not be overcome." Let’s hope Julian knew
what she was talking about.

Strength and Honor
Roland

Dear College Park Church,
We feel like we are truly in paradise here (Maui), rainbows everywhere, water-
falls, saw an erupting volcano from a plane. Biked down from a dormant volcano,
and swam in a sacred pool in Hana. Went to Oahu and saw Pearl Harbor and
Waikiki and a pineapple plantation. A dinner cruise, our first luau and snorkeling
tomorrow at Molokini. Having a BLAST! Wish you were here.
Love to All,
Lynn & Steve

Dearest Michael & College Park,
Steve and I want to thank you for one of the most incredible days of our lives!
Never have we felt more loved, or more held in God’s light. Thank you for letting
us share our wedding during the Sunday morning service with so many people
that we love. We will never forget College Park and hope that God will bless each
of you. You certainly blessed us! The goat donation was PERFECT!
Love always,
Lynn & Steve

CPC Wednesday Night Fellowship

10/3/200
Crispy Baked Cod
Hickory Sour Slaw & Broccoli
Raspberry Shortbread Bars
Clean up (3 please)

10/10/2007
Meat Loaf

Baked Potatoes w/ Fixin's, Salad
Apple Pie
Clean up (3 please)

10/17/2007
Chicken Pot Pie/Veggie Pot Pie

Salad, Fruit Cobbler
Clean up (3 please)

10/24/2007
Halloween Party

Dinner will be catered.

Vegetarian Alert: To the extent possible, all meals will have a vegetarian
counterpart or sufficient vegetarian sides to make a perfectly delicious meal.

Kid Alert: In addition to any meal made especially for you, peanut butter & jelly
is ALWAYS an option!
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Church—Wide
Halloween Party

Wednesday, October 24 - 5:30—7:30 PM
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Thrilling story time with Nancy Cravey as she
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Pumpkin Painting
Costume Contest

Prize for the most creative costume.
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Barry Shoemaker, Deacon Chair
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How much deeper would thg ocean be without sponges?
Eagles may soar, but Smmn don’t get sucked into jet engines.

Inside every older person is a younger person wondering, “What
the heck happened?”

Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm.

§m early bird may get ﬁeoib but the second mouse gets the
cheese in the trap.

e
ow many of you vmzm%@mv\go-wms@mwmm Raise my hand.

' The Wisdom of the Cable Guy
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Marks of the Spirit on a Church and on
V Audacity - September 16
V Humility - September 23
V Simplicity—September 30

Published monthly by College Park Church
Bulk rate paid at Greensboro, NC 27407

Our Communion bread is graciously donated
by Great Harvest in Friendly Center.

1601 Walker Avenue, Greensboro, North Carolina 27403
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