THE WORSHIP OF GOD

COLLEGE PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

8 Decmnbe{ 2019 _
Combined Music Worship

10:30 AV
GATHER

Meditation of Preparation

For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and courage,
Bethlehem is not the end of our journey but only the beginning - not home but the
place through which we must pass if ever we are to reach home at last.

Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat

At this Christmas when Christ comes, will he find a warm heart? Mark the season
of Advent by loving and serving the others with God's own love and concern.
Mother Teresa, Love: A Fruit Always in Season

Prelude Jesus Loves Me words by: Anna Bartlett Warner

music by: William Batchelder Bradbury

Jingle Bells James Pierpont
Angel Choir

Silver Bells Jay Livingston and Ray Evans
Bells Angels arr: Linda Boatright

Welcome and Announcements James Blay

Congregational Singing Go Tell it on the Mountain
One Tough Mother

GRACE

African-American Spiritual
Christian Mclvor

* Call to Worship

In each heart lies a Bethlehem, an inn where we must ultimately answer whether
there is room or not.

When we are Bethlehem-bound, we experience our advent in his.

When we are Bethlehem-bound, we can no longer look the other way, conveniently
not seeing stars, not hearing angel voices.

We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily tending our sheep or our
kingdoms.

This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that the Lord has made known
to us.

In the midst of shopping sprees, let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of
Gifts.

Through the tinsel, let’s look for the gold of the Christmas Star.

In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos, let’s listen for the
brush of angels’ wings.

This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem and find our kneeling places. Ann Weems

* Prayer of Thanksgiving

Special Music Il est Ne, le Divin Enfant
(He is Born, the Holy Child)

Rachel Kirkman and Melody Harter

French Carol
arr: McCaskill and Gilliam
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* Glory to God #116

L

The Snow Lay on the Ground
Led by the Children Choir
Children’s Choir will sing stanza 1 and refrain, then please join as you feel comfortable.

VENITE ADOREMUS

ighting the Advent Candle: Healing

Today we light the Candle of Healing. Let this light shine.

Wherever trust have been betrayed and dreams have been shattered, let
this light shine.

Wherever grief has made its home, let this light shine.

Wherever there are people who are wounded and weary, anxious and
hurting, let this light shine.

And Jesus said, “The Lord has anointed me . . . To bind up the broken hearted.”
May this light shine.

* Response O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
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Carol

*

Felix Mendelssohn

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Bells Angels arr: Martha Lyn Thompson
Baptist Hymnal #94  Angels from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE
New Testament Bible Reading Luke 1.39-55

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for God has looked
with favor on the lowliness of this servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is the
Lord’s name. God’s mercy is for those who fear God from generation to generation.
The Lord has shown strength with God’s arm; God has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. The Lord has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry with good things, and
sent the rich away empty. The Lord has helped servant Israel, in remembrance of
God’s mercy, according to the promise God made to our ancestors, to Abraham and
to his descendants forever.

For the word of God in scripture,
for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.
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* Glory to God #144

* Baptist Hymnal #85

Anthem Polish Christmas Carol

arr: Maxine W. Posegate

In a Manger
Children’s, Jubilee, and Adult Choirs

Rudolph, The Red-nosed Reindeer
Ariel Pocock

Special Music Johnny Marks

Children’s Sermon Wayne Jones

Children ages 3 through 4th grade are invited to come to the front for the
children’s sermon. Afterwards, children aged 3 may go to the toddlers’ room,
children ages 4 through 1st grade may leave for children’s worship (room 110),
2nd graders & older may return to their seat.

Special Music Mary, Did You Know

Shelby Journey, Christian Mclvor

Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene

* Prayer for the World & Unison Response

In our secret yearnings, we wait for your coming, and in our grinding
despair, we doubt that you will. And in this privileged place, we are
surrounded by witnesses who yearn more than do we and by those
who despair more deeply than do we. Look upon your church and its
pastors in this season of hope which runs so quickly to fatigue and in
this season of yearning which becomes so easily quarrelsome. Give us
the grace and the impatience to wait for your coming to the bottom of
our toes, to the edges of our fingertips. We do not want our several
worlds to end. Come in your power and come in your weakness in any
case and make all things new. Amen. Walter Brueggemann
Anthem

The First Noel/Pachelbel’s Canon arr: Michael Clawson

Moment of Silence

Openness to God demands our growing acceptance that we cannot create
blueprints for our own lives. Though God’s character is unchanging, the ways of
God are unpredictable, and there is a difference between arbitrariness and
unpredictability.

Enuma Okoro

Prayer of Confession Lin Story-Bunce

Lord God, forgive our clouded memory: In the dark crevices of our
hiding we forget how you said, “Let there be light.” In the confused
turns of our choosing we forget how you said, “You shall have no
other gods.” In the lonely corners of our living we forget how you
said, “To us a child is born.” Fulfill in this place today the truth you
spoke long ago. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ . Amen.

Silence

Leader: You are loved. You are forgiven. So be at peace.

GIVE

In the Bleak Midwinter
Led by Jubilee Choir
Jubilee Choir will sing stanzas 1-3, congregation please join on stanza 4

The First Nowell

CRANHAM

THE FIRST NOWELL

* Offertory Prayer

Politicians compete for the highest offices. Business tycoons scramble for a
bigger and bigger piece of the pie. Armies march and scientists study and
philosophers philosophise and preachers preach and labourers sweat. But in
that silent baby, lying in that humble manger, there pulses more potential
power and wisdom and grace and aliveness than all the rest of us can
imagine.

Brian D. McLaren
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https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/74285
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/203837

Offertory The Holy and the Ivy French Carol, arr: Chip Davis 5 d A l'
Special Music Merry Christmas to You Christian Mclvor un ay nnouncerments
Christian Mclvor, Chrissy Mclvor, and Ariel Pocock _ _ B
* Baptist Hymnal #89 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 2 Creatl on. Care' anSIderatl on.
»  Recycle to lower the amount of environmental waste you
* Response Doxology 27 LASST UNS ERFREUEN produce. Aim to recycle as much glass, metal, plastic, and
Praise God f h Il blessings flow: 2 paper as you can. It’s easy to use Greensboro’s curbside
Praise Goga;ffcr:aturrg?hveyreotr:e |?)W' gss'rg?:e ((;)(\)Aé'l Alleluial recycling service. Questions about what can be recycled? Ask
Praise God above, ye he:':lverp:ly host: : Nancy Lindemeyer, the City’s recycling communications
Creator, Christ, 'and Holy Ghost. ' manager.
O praise God, O praise God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
* Benediction Michael Usey Wednesday Night Lovefeast
* Response Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Come join us for our Love Feast service this Wednesday at 6:30 pm in Forest
Chapel. Our service will still include the traditional communion of sweet coffee
Text: Charles Wesley and Moravian rolls. Piedmont Triad Jazz Orchestra and UNCG jazz faculty
Masic: Rowland H. Prichesd members Ariel Pocock and Chad Eby will perform jazz arrangements of holiday
—r—rt—t+—+—7+—1 — { favorites.
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: g+ = 1 6:30pm—Lovefeast Service
flom ow fears and mms e - Jease wy; Jet w find owr grest = thee 7:30pm— Choir Practice

* Postlude It Came Upon A Midnight Clear Edmund Sears Youth Activities - Sunday Evening

and Richard Storrs Willis 6:00—7:45pm Scavenger Hunt and Gift Exchange

Depart in Peace

One of the essential paradoxes of Advent: that while we wait for God, we are
with God all along, that while we need to be reassured of God’s arrival, or the

Advent Artwork

Our theme for the Advent Season in One Tough Mother. Included in our decorations
are images of Mary and Jesus from around the world. We invite you to journey

arrival of our homecoming, we are already at home. While we wait, we have to around the sanctuary and chapel to take in these stunning images.
trust, to have faith, but it is God’s grace that gives us that faith. As with all
spiritual knowledge, two things are true, and equally true, at once. The mind

can’t grasp paradox; it is the knowledge of the soul.

Clinic Escort

Anyone who wants to become an escort needs to send a copy of their driver’s
license to <gsoclinicescorts@gmail.com> and ask about upcoming training
(which is often at the beginning of a 7:45am escort shift). The clinic is called A
Woman's Choice of Greensboro and is at 2425 Randleman Rd, Greensboro, NC

Michelle Blake

27406.

College Park Baptist Church fully welcomes and affirms all persons without . .

distinction regarding race, ethnicity, national origin, class, sexual orientation, Tai Chi

gender identity, or any other human category. Tuesdays @ 7pm in Forest Chapel. (Note: There will be no Tai Chi on December 24 and
31)

Land Acknowledgment: This worship service is taking place on land that
belonged to the First Nation tribes of Eno, Catawba, Sakori, and Sappony, who
stewarded this land for generations.

Christmas Dinner

Our annual church Christmas Banquet will be Wed. December 18 at 5:30pm. Catered
by Maria’s the meal will include vegetarian options. Cost $10 person, $40 max per
family. Children under 5 eat free! Please make your reservations by calling the
Church office at 336-273-1779 or email cpbcgbo@bellsouth.net.

The Liturgist today is Lauren Shaney.
The Deacon Greeter today is Andrea Turner.

Music reprinted under CCLI License No. 11160480. All rights reserved.

Books! Books! Books!

Do you have any recent (current) books just sitting around your house? Well,
here is your chance to put them to good use! Bring those recent or current books
to the church and donate them to be used by school libraries in need. The books
will be collected each Sunday. Place books in the basket under the table in the
foyer.

The Cover Art is Mary and Elizabeth by Lauren Wright Pittman

* Please stand as you are able.
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Announcements Continued

Women of Valor

The Women of Valor Book Club’s new book, Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee, is now
available for pick up. The next meeting date is Tuesday, January 21 at Lisa Elkins’
Home, 6:30pm. Bring a snack to share.

Mostly Men’s Occasional Book Club

The Mostly Men’s Occasional Book Club’s new book, Throne of the Crescent
Moon by Saladin Ahmed, is now available for pick up. The next meeting date is
Tuesday, January 28 at Fat Dogs, 6:30pm.

Angel Trees

College Park’s annual Angel Tree ministry kicked off and includes a new charity,
Wheels for Hope. This organization gives donated cars to economically
vulnerable families and individuals who are referred by a partner social services
agency. You'll find trees with tags for the taking in the chapel, sanctuary and
foyer of the parking lot entrance. Please take a tag and return it with your
unwrapped gift(s) to the angel tree by Sunday, Dec. 15. This year we will support:

e Peck Elementary School students, with gifts of clothing, shoes, books and
toys;

e Guilford County Adult Group Homes, with gifts of puzzles, coloring books
and games;

e Wheels for Hope, with gifts of gas cards and gift certificates for oil changes.

If you’d prefer to make a donation to the Angel Tree fund, the missions team will
handle the shopping for you and make sure that no tag goes unclaimed. Please
designate your gift for the Angel Tree Fund and drop it in the offering plate or by
the church office. Questions? Email margaret@inhousemedia.us. Or call or text
(336) 455-0172.

Announcements Continued

Advent 2019: One Tough Mother

Advent Calendar
December 11: Lovefeast, 5:30pm

December 18: Christmas Dinner, 5:30pm
December 22: Keith Menhinick Preaching
December 24: Christmas Eve Service, 5pm

December 29: Combined Worship in Forest Chapel, 10:30am

Priorities of Our Church

1. We serve our community. We actively work for the benefit of our community;
we are known for seeking Greensboro’s welfare, both as a congregation and as
individuals.

2. We encourage everyone to be connected. We seek connection through small
groups that offer opportunities for fellowship, for deeper relationships, and for
developing our faith. Because of the growing number of these groups, new
members will find ready opportunity for becoming involved and making friends.

3. We sustain the financial health of our congregation. We are mindful of the
financial well-being of our congregation; we ensure that the buildings housing our
ministries are maintained and preserved, and the programs and staff supporting
our ministry are fully funded.

4. We nurture lay involvement and empower leadership. We are purposeful
in encouraging members to undertake their individual calls to ministry and in
helping them prepare for involvement and leadership.

5. We exist and minister in the name of God in Christ. We are distinctively
Christian and seek to follow Jesus as Lord.
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Celebrations & Concerns
December 8, 2019

Celebrations

Birthdays: Friday: James H. Blay

Anniversaries: December 11: Paul & Leslie Hicks December 13: Bob & Shirley Murphy
Lewis Harter is a senior at Interlochen Arts Academy. Address, Deroy Hall, for letters P.O.
Box 200, for packages, 9900 Diamond Park Road Interlochen, Ml 49643

Jack Hicks earned his Eagle on Thursday, Nov. 14.

Concerns

Kristy Milholin’s mother passed away last week. Address 4908 Manning Drive, Greensboro,
NC 27410

Leigh Anne Kincaid was involved in a car accident last week. Address 1629 Bunker Hill
Sandy Ridge Road, Kernersville 27284

Jack Miller had heart surgery on Friday. Address 334 Cedar Run Drive, Randleman NC 27317
Susan Finley’s mother passed away. The funeral was a few weeks ago. Address 1055 Oak
Blossom Way, Whitsett, NC 27377

Mary Ann Stone would enjoy phone calls and visits while in rehab. She is at Clapps and her
cell number is 336-707-4637.

New Member Addresses/Other Information

Patsy & Frank Kendall 950 Willow Valley Lakes Drive, J202 Willow Street PA 17584
Mark File & David Soyars 801 West McGee St, #11 Greensboro NC 27401

Hannah Usey 2C Union Street, Stirling Scotland, FK8 INZ

Nate Usey 9200 University City Blvd. Apt. 2006, Charlotte 28213

Keith Menhinick 2631 Lavista Road, Decatur GA 30033

Jack Miller’s temporary address: 334 Cedar Run Drive, Randleman NC 27317

Connie Mashburn 3631 Cherry Hill Drive, Greensboro NC 27410

Paul Lowder 925 New Garden Road, Rm 4A, Friends Home Guilford, Greensboro NC 27410
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Sunday, December 8 Dec. Sunday, December 8 Dec. Sunday, December 8 Dec.
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